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rom the graceful lines of a towering tree to
the gentle sweep of a meandering brook,
nature eschews straight lines in favor of
curves, bends and twists. Creating an outdoor
living space that blends with these contours

can be a challenge, especially when it comes to build-
ing a deck. But if you understand the basics of how to
incorporate curves into your design, you can create a
structure that harmonizes with natural elements and
adds a sense of elegance that a typical angular deck
can’t match. And it can be far easier to construct than
it might appear.

No matter the size or shape you have in mind, you
can use the techniques we highlight here to create the
deck of your dreams. From a foolproof foundation
system to simple methods for creating sensuous lines,

these tips will show you how to enhance your land-
scape by throwing your deck a curve.

Design considerations
The most important elements to understand when
designing a curved deck are the length of the curve
and the placement of its radius. Too gentle of a curve
would create little visual interest; one that’s too tight

would be difficult to construct, as materials could eas-
ily splinter when you bend them to match the radius.

Measure the rough square area that your deck will
occupy, transfer those measurements to graph paper
and use a compass to draw the curve. Note where the
joist tails will fall in relation to the curve. Are the
joists adequately supported? If not, either change the
curve’s radius or add extra footings and beams to pro-
vide the necessary support. (I used six footings and
three main-beam pairs to support the joists; if this had
been a square deck, I would have needed only four
footings and two main beams — see drawing, p. 40.)

Building the foundation
The foundation is the single biggest factor that makes
building a deck of this type so easy. Because all of the
components sit atop the ones beneath (see drawing),
they can be positioned independently for accuracy. To
duplicate our system, start by marking the general
location of the 4x4 posts and digging holes for the
posts’ footings. Dig the holes to meet local codes —
mine were 10 in. dia. x 48 in. deep. After pouring the
concrete (but before it hardens), insert J-bolts into the
center of each footing; then fasten post brackets to the
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 Build the deck of your dreams
by mimicking natural contours
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The elegance and grace
a curved deck adds to your
landscape belies how easy

the structure is to build.








